
Fall 2020 Assessment Results  

Here’s to Our Graduates!  

   While assessment time is always a little bit stressful for  

Ms. Sidney and I, it is also a time where we get to see just how much 

our students have improved throughout the semester. In spite of all the 

world threw at them this year, our students continued to crush their 

reading goals and push themselves forward. Their determination and 

perseverance is truly something to be admired. 

   This December, we assessed 30 students. Of those 30, 26 were  

assessed in reading level, fluency, and vocabulary. All 26 students  

improved in all three areas. This is the first time that this has happened 

in the history of our program. Typically we have one or two students 

who will stay stagnant in an area. The remaining 4 students (ages 5 and 

under) also all made improvements in each of their assessments.   

   On average, our students who take a reading level assessment  

increased by 2 reading levels over the course of 3.5 months. Our highest 

reading level  increase this semester was from a kindergartener who  

increased by 9 levels. He was reading at a fourth grade level by his 

graduation. 

   In the area of fluency, improvements ranged anywhere from 5 words 

per minute up to 2 full fluency lists. For vocab, 7 of the 21 students 

went up a full grade level, while the remaining students made progress 

at the grade level they were currently working at.  

   This year we had the honor of seeing four of our students graduate out of our 

program. While it is always a little sad when they go, we are so incredibly proud 

of them for all that they accomplished. All of our graduates were reading, fluent, 

and comprehending vocabulary ABOVE their grade level at the time of their 

graduation.  

 

 

See the next page for more detailed success stories.  
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Ready Readers is an early literacy program  

of Muncie Public Library.  



Student Success Stories 

 

Vocab Queen  

When G. first began in the  

program as a kindergartener, she 

was reluctant to do anything. 

While she would always  

eventually participate in her  

sessions, she would give us the 

shortest answer possible. She liked 

to be read to, but she wanted  

nothing to do with the fluency list 

or vocab words that we would 

practice every week. 

Over the last two years G. has  

become a  completely  different 

girl! She’s sassy, confident, and 

always good to make her tutor 

laugh. G.’s grandmother was      

determined to get her where she 

needed to be and worked so hard 

along side us to make sure that G. 

was reaching her  potential.  

During G.’s last assessment, I was   

getting ready to leave when I heard 

Ms. Sidney say it was time for 

them to do the vocab assessment. I 

knew that G. and her grandmother 

had practiced her words every 

week, so I was curious to see how 

she would do. The girl who use to 

try to avoid vocab at all costs, gave 

25 word for word perfect  

definitions without hesitation and 

without looking away from Ms. 

Sidney.   

G. is currently above grade level in 

her fluency and vocab and is on 

target to graduate out of RR in 

May of 2021.  

 

 

From Silence to Sass 

I met M. last year when she was      

enrolled with her cousin in the 

Great Achievers program. She 

would come to the program, do 

her work, and participate in the 

activity-physically, but I   rarely 

heard her speak. The first time I 

heard more than a word or two 

come from her mouth was the 

first time we did a reading level 

assessment. As an almost fourth 

grader, M. was reading at a  

kindergarten level.  

It wasn’t until October of 2020 

that M. started seeing me for 

weekly one on one sessions. Her 

first session went as I’d expected. 

She was  pretty quiet, but she 

talked to me and  participated in 

our games. At the end I walked 

her upstairs and said I’d see her 

the next week.  

Each week, M. came out of her 

shell a little bit more. Slowly she 

started to laugh, crack jokes, and 

eventually tease me when I’d lose 

at a game. As she started opening 

up, we were able to   improve her 

confidence, which led her     

making some pretty remarkable       

progress in a short time  

M. went from reading at a level B 

to a level E in two months, a 3 

level increase. She’s making  

consistent progress in her fluency 

practices and even asked for an 

extra list so that she could  

practice at home. While we still 

have a long way to go before 

she’s caught up, she now has the 

confidence to know that she can 

do it! 

No Filter 

J. is one of those kids who just 

doesn’t have a filter. Whatever 

comes into his head pops straight 

out of his mouth and, as you might 

imagine, that sometimes doesn’t go 

very well. During sessions, he’d be 

impulsive, lose focus, and  

sometimes say things that were 

hurtful or rude.  

After working with J. for some 

time it became more and more  

apparent that a lot this “bristly” 

behavior covered up some pretty 

bad confidence issues. Because of 

this,  his progress was pretty  

stagnant for quite some time. He 

struggled more in  reading than his 

younger brother and  everything 

was always a competition between 

the two of them. 

J. still struggles sometimes with 

his confidence, but he’s come a 

long way. We’ve worked with him 

on positive self talk, how to  

approach tasks that are  

challenging, and that he is not in a      

competition with anyone but  

himself. He’s a good example of 

how sometimes in our program we 

have to tackle some other issues 

first we before we can work on 

improving the reading. 

J. is currently above grade level in 

his vocab and fluency. As of now, 

he is on track to graduate out of the 

Ready Readers program in May of 

2021.  
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