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Time and Chance by Sharon Kay Penman
It was medieval England’s immortal marriage—Eleanor of Aquitaine and Henry II, bound by
passion and ambition, certain to leave a legacy of greatness. But while lust would divide them,
it was friendship—and ultimately faith—that brought bloodshed into their midst.
From Amazon.com
The Name of the Rose by Umberto Ecco
The year is 1327. Franciscans in a wealthy Italian abbey are suspected of heresy, and Brother
William of Baskerville arrives to investigate. When his delicate mission is suddenly
overshadowed by seven bizarre deaths,
From Amazon.com
The Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett
Set in 12th-century England, the narrative concerns the building of a cathedral in the fictional
town of Kingsbridge. The ambitions of three men merge, conflict and collide through 40
years of social and political upheaval as internal church politics affect the progress of the
cathedral and the fortunes of the protagonists.
From Publisher’s Weekly
Wolf Hall by Hilary Mantel
Henry VIII's challenge to the church's power with his desire to divorce his queen and marry
Anne Boleyn set off a tidal wave of religious, political and societal turmoil that reverberated
throughout 16th-century Europe. Mantel boldly attempts to capture the sweeping internecine
machinations of the times from the perspective of Thomas Cromwell, the lowborn man who
became one of Henry's closest advisers.
From Publisher’s Weekly
Warriors of the Storm by Bernard Cornwell
A fragile peace reigns in Wessex, Mercia and East Anglia. King Alfred’s son Edward and
formidable daughter, Aethelflaed, rule the kingdoms. But all around the restless Northmen,
eyeing the rich lands and wealthy churches, are mounting raids.
From the Back Cover
The Queen’s Fool by Philippa Gregory
Winter, 1553. Pursued by the Inquisition, Hannah Green, a fourteen-year-old Jewish girl, is
forced to flee with her father from their home in Spain. But Hannah is no ordinary refugee;
she has the gift of “Sight,” the ability to foresee the future, priceless in the troubled times of
the Tudor court.
The Birth of Venus by Sarah Dunant
In this arresting tale of art, love and betrayal in 15th-century Florence, the daughter of a
wealthy cloth merchant seeks the freedom of marriage in order to paint, but finds that she
may have bought her liberty at the cost of love and true fulfillment.
From Publisher’s Weekly

Dissolution by C.J. Sansom
Murders on the grounds of a monastery, 16th-century intrigue, an unconventional sleuthreaders might wonder if this is a knock-off Name of the Rose set two centuries later, but
Sansom's debut is a compelling historical mystery in its own right, with fewer pyrotechnics
and plenty of period detail.

