
Stories of Pride:  
Reading in Solidarity 



Annie on My Mind by Nancy Garden 
This groundbreaking book, first published in 1982, is the story of two teenage girls whose friendship blossoms 
into love and who, despite pressures from family and school that threaten their relationship, promise to be true 
to each other and their feelings.  
 
At Swim, Two Boys by Jamie O’Neill 
Set during the year preceding the Easter Uprising of 1916—Ireland’s brave but fractured revolt against British 
rule—At Swim, Two Boys is a tender, tragic love story and a brilliant depiction of people caught in the tide of 
history. Powerful and artful, and ten years in the writing, it is a masterwork from Jamie O’Neill.  
 
City of Bones by Cassandra Clare 
When fifteen-year-old Clary Fray heads out to the Pandemonium Club in New York City, she hardly expects 
to witness a murder -- much less a murder committed by three teenagers covered with strange tattoos and 
brandishing bizarre weapons. Then the body disappears into thin air. It's hard to call the police when the 
murderers are invisible to everyone else and when there is nothing -- not even a smear of blood -- to show that 
a boy has died. Or was he a boy?  
 
Fingersmith by Sarah Waters 
Growing up as a foster child among a family of thieves, orphan Sue Trinder hopes to pay back that kindness by 
playing a key role in a swindle scheme devised by their leader, who is planning to con a fortune out of the 
naive Maud Lilly.  
 
Giovanni’s Room by James Baldwin 
In the 1950s Paris of American expatriates, liaisons, and violence, a young man finds himself caught between 
desire and conventional morality. With a sharp, probing imagination, James Baldwin's now-classic narrative 
delves into the mystery of loving and creates a moving, highly controversial story of death and passion that 
reveals the unspoken complexities of the human heart.  
 
Luna: a novel by Julie Anne Peters 
Regan's brother Liam can't stand the person he is during the day. Like the moon from whom Liam has chosen 
his female name, his true self, Luna, only reveals herself at night. In the secrecy of his basement bedroom 
Liam transforms himself into the beautiful girl he longs to be, with help from his sister's clothes and makeup. 
Now, everything is about to change: Luna is preparing to emerge from her cocoon. But are Liam's family and 
friends ready to elcome Luna into their lives?  
 
Maurice by E.M. Forster 
Set in the elegant Edwardian world of Cambridge undergraduate life, this story by a master novelist introduces 
us to Maurice Hall when he is fourteen. We follow him through public school and Cambridge, and into his 
father's firm. In a highly structured society, Maurice is a conventional young man in almost every 
way―except that his is homosexual.  
 
Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides 
In the spring of 1974, Calliope Stephanides, a student at a girls' school in Grosse Pointe, finds herself drawn to 
a chain-smoking, strawberry blond clasmate with a gift for acting. The passion that furtively develops between 
them--along with Callie's failure to develop--leads Callie to suspect that she is not like other girls. In fact, she 
is not really a girl at all.  
 
Orlando by Virginia Woolf 
As his tale begins, Orlando is a passionate sixteen-year-old nobleman whose days are spent in rowdy revelry, 
filled with the colorful delights of Queen Elizabeth I’s court. By the close, three centuries have passed, and he 
will have transformed into a thirty-six-year-old woman in the year 1928. Orlando’s journey is also an internal 
one—he is an impulsive poet who learns patience in matter of the heart, and a woman who knows what it is to 
be a man.  
 
Rubyfruit Jungle by Rita Mae Brown 
A landmark coming-of-age novel that launched the career of one of this country’s most distinctive 
voices, Rubyfruit Jungle remains a transformative work more than forty years after its original publication. In 
bawdy, moving prose, Rita Mae Brown tells the story of Molly Bolt, the adoptive daughter of a dirt-poor 
Southern couple who boldly forges her own path in America. With her startling beauty and crackling wit, 
Molly finds that women are drawn to her wherever she goes—and she refuses to apologize for loving them 
back. This literary milestone continues to resonate with its message about being true to yourself and, against 
the odds, living happily ever after.  
 
Stranger in a Strange Land by Robert A. Heinlein 
Valentine Michael Smith, an earthling born and educated on Mars, arrives on Earth with superhuman powers 
and a total ignorance of the mores of man. On his new planet, Smith is destined to become a freak, a media 
commodity, a scam artist, a searcher, a sexual pioneer, a neon evangelist, a martyr, and, finally, a 
messiah. Stranger in a Strange Land is the most famous science fiction novel ever written. It became the bible 
of the "love generation" and transcended the genre to achieve the status of a modern classic.  
 
 



The American People, a Novel by Larry Kramer 
In this magisterial novel's sweeping first volume, which runs up to the 1950s, we meet prehistoric monkeys 
who spread a peculiar virus, a Native American shaman whose sexual explorations mutate into occult visions, 
and early English settlers who live as loving same-sex couples only to fall victim to the forces of bigotry. 
George Washington and Alexander Hamilton revel in unexpected intimacies, and John Wilkes Booth's motives 
for assassinating Abraham Lincoln are thoroughly revised. In the twentieth century, the nightmare of history 
deepens as a religious sect conspires with eugenicists, McCarthyites, and Ivy Leaguers to exterminate 
homosexuals, and the AIDS virus begins to spread. Against all this, Kramer sets the tender story of a middle-
class family outside Washington, D.C., trying to get along in the darkest of times.  
 
The Color Purple by Alice Walker 
A powerful cultural touchstone of modern American literature, The Color Purple depicts the lives of African 
American women in early twentieth-century rural Georgia. Separated as girls, sisters Celie and Nettie sustain 
their loyalty to and hope in each other across time, distance and silence. Through a series of letters spanning 
twenty years, first from Celie to God, then the sisters to each other despite the unknown, the novel draws 
readers into its rich and memorable portrayals of Celie, Nettie, Shug Avery and Sofia and their 
experience. The Color Purple broke the silence around domestic and sexual abuse, narrating the lives of 
women through their pain and struggle, companionship and growth, resilience and bravery. Deeply 
compassionate and beautifully imagined, Alice Walker's epic carries readers on a spirit-affirming journey 
towards redemption and love.  
 
The Well of Loneliness by Radclyffe Hall   
'As a man loved a woman, that was how I loved...It was good, good, good...' Stephen is an ideal child of 
aristocratic parents - a fencer, a horse rider and a keen scholar. Stephen grows to be a war hero, a bestselling 
writer and a loyal, protective lover. But Stephen is a woman, and her lovers are women. As her ambitions drive 
her, and society confines her, Stephen is forced into desperate actions. The Well of Loneliness was banned for 
obscenity when published in 1928. It became an international bestseller, and for decades was the single most 
famous lesbian novel. It has influenced how love between women is understood, for the twentieth century and 
beyond.  
 
The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller 
“Mary Renault lives again!” declares Emma Donoghue, author of Room, referring to The Song of Achilles, 
Madeline Miller’s thrilling, profoundly moving, and utterly unique retelling of the legend of Achilles and the 
Trojan War. A tale of gods, kings, immortal fame, and the human heart, The Song of Achilles is a dazzling 
literary feat that brilliantly reimagines Homer’s enduring masterwork, The Iliad. An action-packed adventure, 
an epic love story, a marvelously conceived and executed page-turner, Miller’s monumental debut novel has 
already earned resounding acclaim from some of contemporary fiction’s brightest lights—and fans of Mary 
Renault, Bernard Cornwell, Steven Pressfield, and Colleen McCullough’s Masters of Rome series will delight 
in this unforgettable journey back to ancient Greece in the Age of Heroes.  
 
The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky 
The critically acclaimed debut novel from Stephen Chbosky, Perks follows observant “wallflower” Charlie as 
he charts a course through the strange world between adolescence and adulthood. First dates, family drama, 
and new friends. Sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture Show. Devastating loss, young love, and life on 
the fringes. Caught between trying to live his life and trying to run from it, Charlie must learn to navigate those 
wild and poignant roller-coaster days known as growing up.  
 
Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit by Jeanette Winterson 
Winner of the Whitbread Prize for best first fiction, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit is a coming-out novel 
from Winterson, the acclaimed author of The Passion and Sexing the Cherry. The narrator, Jeanette, cuts her 
teeth on the knowledge that she is one of God’s elect, but as this budding evangelical comes of age, and comes 
to terms with her preference for her own sex, the peculiar balance of her God-fearing household crumbles.  
 
The Left Hand of Darkness by Ursula K. Le Guin 
Exotic adventure on the planet Winter, whose people are completely human except for one small variation: 
they are all of the same sex. The world and its unusual society are seen through the eyes of Earth's first envoy, 
caught up in subtle intrigues among the various nations of Winter, battling across immense ice-fields in a 
desperate bid for survival. 
 
Nevada by Imogen Binnie 
Nevada is the darkly comedic story of Maria Griffiths, a young trans woman living in New York City and 
trying to stay true to her punk values while working retail. When she finds out her girlfriend has lied to her, the 
world she thought she’d carefully built for herself begins to unravel, and Maria sets out on a journey that will 
most certainly change her forever.  
 
Less: a Novel by Andrew Sean Greer 
Who says you can't run away from your problems? You are a failed novelist about to turn fifty. A wedding 
invitation arrives in the mail: your boyfriend of the past nine years is engaged to someone else. You can't say 
yes--it would be too awkward--and you can't say no--it would look like defeat. On your desk are a series of 
invitations to half-baked literary events around the world. 
QUESTION: How do you arrange to skip town? 
ANSWER: You accept them all.  
 



Death Claims by Joseph Hansen 
Death Claims is the second of Joseph Hansen's acclaimed mysteries featuring ruggedly masculine Dave 
Brandstetter, a gay insurance investigator. When John Oats's body is found washed up on a beach, his young 
lover April Stannard is sure it was no accident. Brandstetter agrees: Oats's college-age son, the beneficiary of 
the life insurance policy, has gone missing.  
 
A Single Man by Christopher Isherwood 
Welcome to sunny suburban 1960s Southern California. George is a gay middle-aged English professor, 
adjusting to solitude after the tragic death of his young partner. He is determined to persist in the routines of 
his former life. A Single Man follows him over the course of an ordinary twenty-four hours. Behind his British 
reserve, tides of grief, rage, and loneliness surge—but what is revealed is a man who loves being alive despite 
all the everyday injustices.  
 
The Price of Salt by Patricia Highsmith 
Based on a true story plucked from Highsmith's own life, The Price of Salt (or Carol) tells the riveting drama 
of Therese Belivet, a stage designer trapped in a department-store day job, whose routine is forever shattered 
by a gorgeous epiphany―the appearance of Carol Aird, a customer who comes in to buy her daughter a 
Christmas toy. Therese begins to gravitate toward the alluring suburban housewife, who is trapped in a 
marriage as stultifying as Therese's job. They fall in love and set out across the United States, ensnared by 
society's confines and the imminent disapproval of others, yet propelled by their infatuation. The Price of 
Salt is a brilliantly written story that may surprise Highsmith fans and will delight those discovering her work.  
 
Girl, Woman, Other by Bernardine Evaristo 
Bernardine Evaristo is the winner of the 2019 Booker Prize and the first black woman to receive this highest 
literary honor in the English language. Girl, Woman, Other is a magnificent portrayal of the intersections of 
identity and a moving and hopeful story of an interconnected group of Black British women that paints a vivid 
portrait of the state of contemporary Britain and looks back to the legacy of Britain’s colonial history in Africa 
and the Caribbean.  
 
Giraffe People by Jill Malone 
“This is not just a luminescent work, it is a transcendent and transformative one. Jill Malone finds and plays 
the desperate times of the teenaged years like an old Gibson. The reader is instantly, effortlessly, back in those 
halls of high school, the auditoriums and locker rooms and gyms, the whispered conversations in the library, 
solving math problems on the phone, sneaking out late at night, wondering, always wondering, if you have 
gone too far this time, or not far enough. . . . Malone continues to delight with each new book. Her writing 
reveals a sure, deft skill at the subtleties and ever-changing emotions of characters as they grow and progress. . 
. . Malone is the real thing, a novelist of great touch and tone, like a fine musician, the kind who play because 
they love the music and look up at the end of a song, surprised to find an audience.” —Lesbian.com  


